
Saxophone Care Sheet 
Proper Maintenance and Handling Instructions 

Introduction 
Taking proper care of your saxophone is essential to ensure its longevity and optimal performance. 
This care sheet provides comprehensive instructions on how to clean and maintain your saxophone 
after each use. Following these guidelines will help prevent damage and keep your instrument in 
excellent playing condition. 

Cleaning Routine 

Maintaining the Reed 
The reed is a delicate part of the saxophone that requires careful handling. After each use, the reed 
should be removed from the mouthpiece, dried carefully, and placed back inside the plastic reed 
holder. 

Steps to Care for the Reed: 

 Gently remove the reed from the mouthpiece. 
 Dry the reed carefully using a clean, dry cloth. 
 Carefully place the dried reed back inside the plastic reed holder to protect it from damage. 

Cleaning the Mouthpiece 
The mouthpiece should be wiped out after each use to ensure it is dry and clean. This prevents the 
buildup of moisture and residue that can aƯect sound quality and hygiene. 

Steps to Clean the Mouthpiece: 

 Use a clean cloth to wipe the inside of the mouthpiece. 
 Ensure that all moisture is removed and the mouthpiece is completely dry. 

Drying the Neck Piece 
The neck piece should be dried as best as possible at each end. The provided cleaning cloth may be 
too large to pass through the neck piece, so a quick dry at either end will suƯice. 

Steps to Dry the Neck Piece: 

 Use a clean cloth to dry both ends of the neck piece. 
 Ensure that any moisture is removed to prevent corrosion and buildup. 

 



Cleaning the Saxophone Body 
After each use, it is crucial to clean the inside of the main body of the saxophone to prevent moisture 
from accumulating, which can damage the pads and cause playing issues. Use the provided cleaning 
cloth for this purpose. 

Steps to Clean the Saxophone Body: 

 Drop the weighted end of the cleaning cloth into the top of the saxophone body. 
 Pull the cloth through the saxophone from the bottom. If necessary, tip the saxophone upside 

down to enable you to reach the weighted end from the bottom. 
 Repeat this process until the inside is thoroughly cleaned and dry. 

Storing the Saxophone 

Disassembling the Saxophone 
After cleaning, it is important to disassemble the saxophone and store each part in its designated spot 
in the case. 

Steps to Disassemble and Store the Saxophone: 

 Detach the neck strap from the saxophone. 
 Carefully place all parts of the saxophone back in their designated spots in the case. 
 Check that the case is properly closed, ensuring the zipper is done up completely or the 

latches are fully closed depending on the type of case. 

Choosing a Storage Location 
Store the saxophone away from direct sunlight and in a safe place away from younger siblings who 
may be curious and inadvertently damage the instrument by trying to take it out of the case. 

Avoiding Accidental Damage 
Do not leave the saxophone lying around when not in use, as this can result in accidental damage if it 
is knocked over or tripped over. Always pack the instrument away in its case after use or make use of a 
sturdy saxophone stand if you want to leave the instrument set up for short periods of time. 

Conclusion 
Proper care and maintenance of your saxophone are essential to ensure its longevity and optimal 
performance. By following the above cleaning routine after each use and storing the instrument 
correctly, you can prevent damage and keep your saxophone in excellent playing condition. 
Remember to handle the reed with care, clean the mouthpiece, neck piece and main body thoroughly, 
and always store the saxophone in a safe location. Your dedication to these practices will ensure that 
your saxophone remains a reliable and beautiful instrument for years to come. 

 


